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4 HE LAS EF 


SPEER 


O F 


ELIZABETH 


TO WER 


Laſt Parliament , 


VV hich began OcToBER 20” 1607. 


Queen 


HE Thirtieth of November Her Majefty being feated nnder a Canopy 

of State inthe Council Chamber, the Speaker, with abour r80. of the 

Houſe of Commozs preſented themſelves at Her Majeſties feet, for thar 

ſo GracioulTy and Speedily She had heard and yielded ro Her Suhbjoct5 

deſires, humbly kneeling upon their Knees : To whom She {pake im the!e Words. 
Mr. _ We perceive, your coming 1s to. preſent Thanks to Us ; Know I 
accept them with no leſs Toy, than your Loves can have a detire to offer tich 
a preſent; and do more efteemt it than any treafure or riches. For the value of 
Them I know, but Loyalty, Love and Thanks I account unvaluable ; and though 
God hath raiſed Me high, yet this I account the Glory of My Crown, that I have 
Reigned with your Loves. This makes Me that I do not fo mnelr rejoyce, that 
God hath made me a Queen, as to be a Queen of fo thanktult a peop'e, amd to be 
4 1neans under God, to conſerve you in fatety, and to preferve you trom danger ; 
vea, to be an Inſtrument to preſerve you from diſhonour, ſhame and intamy ; to 
keep you out of fervitude and flavery under Our Enemics, and cruel tyranny 


and vile oppreTion intended againſt Us. For the better withftanding whereot, 


We take very acceptably your wmtended Supphes ; and chiefly, that it manifetteth 


your Love and Largeneſs of hears to your Sovereign. Of My Self I was never 
a greedy ſcraping gra{per, nor firiet taft-holding Prince, nor yeta Wafter. My 
heart was. never fet upon any worldly goods; but whar you beftow on Me, [ 
will not hoard it up, but receive is, to beftow an.you again. Yea, my own pro- 
pertics I account yours, to be. expended for your good, and your Eyes ſhall ſee 
the beitowing of it tor your welfare. 
Mr. Speater, T with you and the reſt of the Gentlemen to ſtand up, for I fear 1 
ſhall yet trouble you with a longer Speech. 
A 2 Mr. Speaker, 


| ects Th General, 


La.J | 
»a%r, You give Me thanks, bur Tam more to than, and I charge 
you thank them of ihe Lo! _ ; Houle from Mc ; tor had I not received knowle: FUIT 
from you, [ might have fallen into the lapſe of an errour, only for want of rug 
Since I was a Queen, I never yet put my Pen ro any Grant, bur 
emblance made, thar it was for rhe good and avail of My Sub 
"oh gh a private protit to {ome of my antient fervants, who 
have deſerved w ell, But that any Crant of Minc, ſhall be made grievous to My 
people, and oppretſion to be pew: iedg'd under the Colour of Our Parents, Our 
Pricely Digaity ſhall not futter tt. When I -heard it, I could give -no relt £©O 
thoughts : - and thoſe Varlets, lewd rs abuſers of My Bounty {hall know, 
as | not {ucer it. And Mr. Speaker, Teil the Houde from Me, Thar I take ir 
EXCL eding cratetul,. that rhe knowledge of thale are come unto "Me from them : 
24 though amongit them the principal members are ſuch as are not touched 
1 DT # ite, and theretore ſpeak not from any fecling of the grief, yet We have 
gi} tat ocleer C cntiemen allo ofthe Houſe who {fand as tree, have Ipoken as 
tree! n 6. Mol a 1 gives US to Know, that no relpects of Intereſts have moved 
Wk 1, otherwile thanw w har they bear ro ſuffer the diminution of Our Honor, and 
Our SubicRs Love to Us. The Zeal of which afteRtion rending to eaſe My peo a 
- hearts to Us, I embrace with a Princely care; tor above all ot 


My of E” \ 


Intocmation. 
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and knir thet: 


. trea {ures,] etteem My people S love,more than which,lI delire not to merit: and C oe 
rar gave meto lit, and placed Meover you, knows, Thar I never reſpeted My, 
but 45 Your Zood was concerned in Me. Yea, Vhar dangers ! What perils 
VW hat Pr 1Aices I have paſt, fome yt nor all Fs you know ; but none of oa 
things ever moved me, Or mage me fear, but it'sGod that hath delivered Me. 


And-in Gov erning this Land, I have ever {ct the laſt Judgement day betore 
\ty eyes, and 1o to rule, as L ſhall be judged and an{wer before a higher Judge, 
to who!e Judgement Sear I do appeal, That never thought was cheriſhed in M 

cart, that tended not to My peoples good. And i My Princely Bounty hath 
been abuſed, and my Grace turned to the Hurt of My people contrary to My 
\Viit and PH aning, or it any Authority under Me have neglected, or converted 
AY Te , commutted to them from My delign, I hope God w ill nor lay their Culp 
upon My charge. : 

To be 1 King, and wear a Crown, 1s a thing more Glorious to them that ſee 
It, than 1t 15 P: Tafant to them that bear it. Tor My Self, I was never ſo much 
inticed with the Glorious Name Ge a King, or the Royal Authority of a Queen, 
5 delighted, that God made me his Inſtrument to maintain kis Truth and Glory, 
detend thy Kinguom from diſhanor, damage, Tyranny and oppreſſion. 
ut ſhould I aſcribe theſe things ro My Selt or to My Sexly weakneſs, I werc 
107 worthy to live ; and of all moſt unworthy of the Mercies I have received at 
Gods hands : Bur to God alone, and to him wholly 1s all given and aſcribed. 

The Caics and troubles of a Crown, I cannot more ftirly reſemble, than to the 
Dr 128) of an Apothecary pert fumed w ith {ome Aromatical favour, or bitter Pills 
ide JT ov er, by which they are made acceptable or lels offenſive, w ben indeed they 
arc bitter and unpleaſant. As for My own part, were it not for Conſcience {ake 
to diſcharge he duty God hath laid upon Me, and to maintain his Glory , and 
keep vou in fatery, in my eifpolition TI ſhould be w illing to Reſign that place [ hold 
to any other, Ind | hc ol: ad tobe freed of the Glory with the labour. For it is 
not My delire to Live and Reign longer, than My Lite and Reign ſhall be fo: 


411d 


V'OUL co0d : : and though you have had, and may have Mightier and Wiſer Princes 


fitting, on tlus Scat , yer you never had, nor ſhall have any that will love YOU 


better. 
_ Thus Mr. Spraker, I commend Me to your Loyal Loves, and yours to My beſt 


areand \ our further Counſels. And I pray you Mr. Controller and Mr. Secretary, 
nd yo! of My Council, that betore theſe Gentlemen depart into the Countrey , 
them ail ro Kiſh My Hand. 

EFFXNIFES. 
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